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*Must be instructed by YMCA staff at a ratio of 1 YMCA staff to every 15 participants. 

**A ratio of 1 YMCA staff to every 8 participants required. Please see Acknowledge of Risk document. 
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Group Games, Free Time Activities & Evening Programs

13





Group Guidelines & Expectations

• Groups are responsible for their guests’ safety, behaviour, and well-being while visiting 

YMCA Elphinstone. 

• If your group includes children, parents or adult chaperones must provide 24-hour supervision 

of children. 

• Guests are not permitted on the waterfront without a YMCA lifeguard present. The waterfront is

closed from dusk to dawn. 

• Pets are not permitted on site, with the exception of service animals. 

• YMCA Elphinstone is a non-smoking facility. For certain events, a designated outdoor smoking area

can be set up. Any cigarette butt found outside of the designated smoking area will result in a

minimum $200 damage fee. 

• To serve alcohol, the rental group must have site exclusivity and a posted special occasion permit

and certified bartender are required. The rental group and bartender assume responsibility for

supervising and limiting excessive consumption, obnoxious behaviour, impaired driving, or other

activities that may result in accident or injury. 

• Any damage to the facility or equipment will be charged to the rental group. 

Meals

YMCA Elphinstone serves nutritious family or buffet-style meals. Breakfast includes a cereal and fruit

bar, while lunch and dinner include an endless salad bar. An evening snack is served daily. We proudly

prepare food for most dietary needs, restrictions, and allergies. There is no additional charge for these

meals provided they are the exception and the requested forms have been submitted. 

For special events, groups may upgrade to our banquet menu. Contact us for more information about

our menus, barbecue and appetizer options, and meal upgrades. Coffee, tea, water, and fruit are

always available in our dining hall. 

Alcohol service may be permitted with site exclusivity and is the responsibility of the rental group. All

meals are served in the Dining Hall or can be served in Exploration Hall on request. 

Transportation

BC Ferries is the primary connector to the Sunshine Coast. The Langdale Ferry Terminal is less than 2 km

away from camp. YMCA Elphinstone offers a shuttle service or a complimentary guided walk to and

from the Langdale Ferry Terminal for guests walking on the ferry. BC Ferries offers a complimentary

luggage service for groups to reserve a private dolly for their luggage while on the ferry. 

Our private deep water dock can welcome guests arriving by water taxi or private boat during daylight

hours (please note that a YMCA lifeguard must be present at all times while guests are on the dock).

Contact us for more information. Overnight parking is available on site in our 2 upper parking lots. 
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Low Season Rates:
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Heat Room & Packing 

To ensure a bed bug-free facility, all bags and belongings must pass through a heat treatment process

upon arrival to eliminate the concern of bed bugs spreading to our facilities or to your homes. Do not

bring food or drinks (except water), pets, valuables, money, electronics, knives/pocket tools or other

weapons. For more information, see our “Heat Room Preparation” and “What to Pack” letters.

Heath Care & First Aid

Groups are responsible for overseeing any first aid given to their participants and must have a

designated emergency vehicle on site in case of an emergency. YMCA staff are trained in Standard First

Aid with CPR-C as a minimum and are available to provide assistance if required in the event of an

emergency. The Sunshine Coast ambulance service has an average ten-minute response time. Medical

care is available at the Gibsons Medical Clinic (10-minute drive) or Sechelt Hospital (25-minute drive). 

Fees

High Season Rates:

Accommodation fees are per participant and include all standard meals, snacks and YMCA hosts. 

Pending availability, YMCA Elphinstone can be booked exclusively (free for groups of 250 guests or more).

This includes the use of the site and halls, but not accommodation fees, day guest fees, or programming. 

Contact us to discuss what you're looking for in your event, and we are happy to provide you with a 

rental estimate.
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Site Exclusivity and Hall Buy-Out

To best serve our groups’ needs, we offer two different types of site reservations for large groups: hall

buy-outs and site exclusivity. A Hall Buy-Out provides you with access to all halls and indoor spaces for

the duration of the weekend, and is more cost-effective than renting out each individual space. Site

exclusivity provides you with access to all halls and indoor spaces, and books out the full site,

guaranteeing there will not be any other rental groups on site and alcohol can be served. Site exclusivity

or hall buy-out fees are waived for groups of 250 or more.

Wedding Ceremonies and Receptions

YMCA Elphinstone offers a memorable setting for both wedding ceremonies and receptions. When

booking your special day here, you’ll have exclusive use of the facilities for the length of your event. 

Our venue boasts a dedicated team of professionals that aims to create an experience that is as free of

stress as possible. We know that getting married is an important occasion, and we work carefully with

couples to craft celebrations that accurately reflect their one-of-a-kind love. 

Please contact us for more information.

Jennifer Picard Wedding Photography



Payment

A deposit of 25% of your final estimate (or $1,000, whichever is greater) is due within 30 days of 

receiving your Rental Agreement to confirm your booking and save your spot in the calendar. A second

deposit of an additional 25% of your final estimate (or $1,000, whichever is greater) is due 90 days prior

to your arrival at camp. If you book within 15 and 90 days prior to your arrival, the first and second

deposit will need to be paid in full at the time of booking. Final payment for the remaining balance is

due 14 days prior to your arrival. Payments can be made over the phone by credit card or by cheque to 

YMCA Camp Elphinstone. 

Any damage to the facilities and/or equipment at YMCA Elphinstone will result in a minimum fee of

$200. Fees will be charged directly to your group and must be paid within 14 days of departure. A full

site inspection is completed before and after your visit.
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Cancellation Policy

Both deposits are non-refundable. Should you cancel less than 90 days prior to your booking, you shall pay

 90% of your estimated final invoice within 14 days of cancellation. If you cancel and we book another group

for your intended dates, you shall be refunded the amount you have paid, less the first and second

deposit. All cancellations must be done in writing.

Booking Procedure

STEP ONE

Please contact us to inquire about availability and to get a Booking Request Form (Form A).

Form E: Booking Confirmation

Form D: Second Deposit Invoice
STEP THREE

                                                         is due 90 days prior to arrival. 

STEP TWO

A Rental Agreement package will be sent to your group after receiving the Booking Request. To confirm, 

sign and return Form B: Guidelines and Expectations and Form C: Rental Estimate and First Deposit Invoice
with payment within 30 days.

STEP FOUR

                                                      , including the final confirmation of your group size, is required 30 days prior

to arrival. If numbers decrease after this point, we will reduce your total participant number by up to 5% of

the final number reported 30 days prior. An increase in group size is subject to staff and accommodation

availability and the associated fees. If your group size has changed, let us know immediately. 
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Davin Allan

Outdoor Education Director

Email: davin.allan@gv.ymca.ca

Phone: 604.886.2025

Fax: 604.886.2363

Contact: 
YMCA Elphinstone Event and Retreat Centre

1760 YMCA Road

Gibsons, B.C. V0N 1V6

Email: elphinstone@gv.ymca.ca

Website: ymcaelphinstone.ca

Location: 

Accessibility at Camp:

The YMCA welcomes people of all abilities to our facilities and programs. Camp Elphinstone has

accessible equipment and offers program adaptations for any guests with physical and developmental

disabilities to ensure each guest is included and integrated into the Camp Elphinstone experience. If

any of your guests require the use of accessible equipment, program adaptations, or who be bringing

any mobility devices, please contact the Outdoor Education Director to discuss and plan any

accommodations that are needed.

Inclusion at Camp:

Recognizing that prejudice, discrimination, and stereotyping are prevalent through society, we are

dedicated to the creation of a safe, secure space for those seeking services with us. It is the policy of

YMCA Camp Elphinstone to maintain and promote a facility and community that provides the highest

quality of services to our guests regardless of their actual or perceived gender identity or sexual

orientation. Please don’t hesitate to contact the Outdoor Education Director to discuss the commitments

to inclusion made by YMCA Camp Elphinstone and how we can best welcome and support your guests.

http://ymcaelphinstone.ca/



